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Rubric:  Research Questions and Methodology

	
	EXEMPLARY
	COMPETENT
	BEGINNING
	NOT ACCEPTABLE

	Reasoning and Monitoring
	Formulates research question that requires reasoning from more than one point of view; monitors assumptions about the topic.
	Formulates research question that requires reasoning from more than one point of view; states an assumption about the topic. 
	Formulates research question that includes assumption/s about the topic.
	Research question can be answered with a yes or no. 

	Designing
	Designs study that will help answer research question; identifies multiple research studies that support methodology
	Designs study that will help answer research question;  identifies one source of research that supports methodology
	Designs study that will help answer certain aspects of the research question
	Study design does not directly relate to the research question.

	Identifying
	Identifies the role of the researcher; identifies context for study; identifies process for analyzing data
	Identifies the context for the study and the process for analyzing the data
	Identifies the context for the study
	Does not identify the context for the study, the process for analyzing data. 

	Organizing
	Organizes a system for keeping track of data and emergent understandings
	Organizes a system for keeping track of the data and some emergent understandings
	Organizes a system for keeping track of the data
	Does not develop a system for keeping track of the data

	Revising
	Revises methodology and/or research question based on self-assessment and problem solving
	Revises methodology and/or research question based on problem solving
	Revises methodology and/or research question
	Does not revise methodology or research question


Rubric:  Literature Review

	DOMAINS
	EXEMPLARY
	COMPETENT
	BEGINNING
	NOT ACCEPTABLE

	Relevance and Scope
	Identifies distinct fields of knowledge related to research question; identifies contemporary research studies that address the breadth, depth and conflicts in the field 
	Identifies fields of knowledge related to research question:  identifies some contemporary research studies
	Identifies at least one field of knowledge related to the research question; identifies research studies. 
	Field of knowledge is not directly related to the research question; research studies are not contemporary or peer-reviewed

	Categorization and Synthesis
	Categorizes research through multiple common denominators; synthesizes research based on significance to the field and research questions
	Categorizes research through more than one common denominator; synthesizes research based on significance to field or research questions 
	Categorizes research common denominator; makes an attempt to synthesize research.
	Does not categorize research; does not synthesize. 

	Differentiation
	Differentiates among research studies based on theory, methodology, disciplinary orientation, evidence, conclusions. 
	Differentiates among research studies in some areas. 
	Differentiates among research studies in at least one area. 
	Does not differentiate among research studies. 

	Trends and Connections
	Explains trends in different fields and makes connections across categories
	Explains some trends in more than one field 
	Explains trends in one field. 
	Does not explain trends 

	Evaluation
	Evaluates the strengths, weaknesses and gaps in the research studies
	Evaluates some of the strengths and weaknesses in research studies. 
	Evaluates strengths or weaknesses in some research studies
	Does not evaluate the strengths or weaknesses of the research studies.


Rubric:  Data Collection/Analysis

	
	EXEMPLARY
	COMPETENT
	BEGINNING
	NOT ACCEPTABLE

	Investigating and Collecting
	Investigates systematically; collects adequate data related to all parts of the research design
	Investigates somewhat systemically; collects data related to some parts of the research design 
	Investigates partially; collects data related to one part of the research design
	Collects limited data; does not relate data collection to research design. 

	Interpretation  and Clarification
	Interprets data by identifying distinct patterns, relationships, themes; clarifies assumptions by viewing data from different perspectives  
	Interprets data by identifying several themes
	Interprets data by identifying at least one theme
	Does not interpret data but simply describes it; makes claims based on weak interpretation

	Contextualization
	Contextualizes interpretation through description of research setting, subjects, and relevant history. 
	Contextualizes interpretation through a description of the research setting
	Contextualizes interpretation through limited description of the research setting
	Provides little contextual information

	Justification
	Justifies all findings based on related, convincing evidence
	Justifies some findings based on related evidence 
	Justifies findings based on somewhat related evidence
	Does not provide adequate evidence to justify claims 

	Comparison
	Compares and contrasts claims to research discussed in literature review 
	Compares some claims to research discussed in literature review
	Compares at least one claim to research discussed in literature review
	Does not relate claims to research


Rubric:  Writing, Analysis, and Organization 


	
	EXEMPLARY
	COMPETENT
	BEGINNING
	NOT ACCEPTABLE

	Logical Analysis, Interpretation, and Judgment 
	Uses topical sentences to analyze, interpret and judge logically within paragraphs 
	Uses topical sentences to analyze, interpret and judge logically within most paragraphs  
	Uses topical sentences to describe evidence but lacks analysis, interpretation and judgment in paragraphs
	Lacks topic sentences and demonstrate little logical flow 

	Logical Organization
	Uses sub-headings to convey thesis logic and organization
	Uses sub-headings  to convey logic and organization in some sections and not others
	Uses sub-headings to convey organization of thesis
	Uses few sub-headings in a disorganized fashion

	Effective Transitions
	Makes effective transitions between paragraphs, sections, and chapters.  
	Makes effective transitions most of the time
	Makes irregular effective transitions 
	Makes few transitions . 

	Grammar
	Uses correct grammar, punctuation and spelling
	Uses correct grammar, punctuation and spelling most of the time
	Makes repetitive mistakes in grammar, punctuation and/or spelling
	Makes frequent and repetitive mistakes in grammar, punctuation and/or spelling.

	Citations
	Inserts in-text citations into reference list; follows APA-style citation style
	Inserts most of the in-text citations into reference list; follows APA citation style in most instances
	Inserts some of the in-text citations into reference list; follows some but not all of the APA requirements for citations
	Reference list and in-text citations are not consistent; does not follow APA requirements for citations


